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Of the Muhammadans the most prominent figure was Nawab
Amir Ali; he was one of the old school, and afforded a complete
example of its virtues and merits; he never even learned to
speak the English language. He made his fortune at the
Native Bar, and during the war of the mutinies was deputed
on political service to the disturbed province of Behar. He
afterwards became manager for the estate of the ex-King of
Oudh. Entire trust was placed in his loyalty and fidelity, and
next after Salar Jang (mentioned in chapter XIII.) he was the
best Muhammadan I have ever known.

In eastern Bengal the most influential Muhammadan was
Nawab Abd-ul-G-hani, of Dacca, already mentioned. The fortune
of his family had been made chiefly by trade, and he had great
landed possessions. He also was a man of the old school,
munificent in disposition and loyal in conduct. His son
seemed to have inherited the paternal qualities, but was some-
what more a man of the new school.

Eajendra Lai Mittra, the most effectively learned Hindu of
that day, both as regards English and Oriental classics, was pre-
paring his great work on the Antiquities of Orissa. He felt a
justifiable pride in the wondrous achievements of the Hindus of
old, and doubtless grieved over their political decadence.

The Brahmo preacher Keshub Chander Sen had long been
very prominent at the capital; he was still in the zenith of his
usefulness, with hardly any symptom of decline, though some
of his views were regarded as extravagant and rhapsodical. He
was much esteemed by all classes; his English oratory was
listened to with rapt attention by Bengalis, and thought excel-
lent even by English auditors. He and his immediate followers
maintained a gentle and conciliatory manner, carefully avoiding
the display of anything like aggressiveness towards their Hindu
fellow-countrymen.

Among the Native Christians the foremost was the Reverend
Krishna Mohan Banerji, a clergyman of the Church of England.
Though zealous for the faith and read^ to attack incisively what
he regarded as the pseudo-Christianity of the Brahmos, he yet
retained much influence with the middle classes among the